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THE primary problem with the
education system is that it is only
concerned with the mass of the aver-
age or even below-average students
while ignoring totally the interests of
the talented and the bright, said Dr.
D.P. Verma, Head of the department
of Mathematics at Science College.
He was speaking at a function to ob-
serve the birth anniversary of the late
mathematical genius Srinivas Rama-
nujan. The function was organised by
the Ramanujan School of Mathemat-
ics.

Refuting the perception that Bihar
is starved of talents, Dr. Verma poin-
ted.out that in the United States alone
the Scienee College Alumni Associa-
tionb lofa bership of over

at Bangal
Narayan Singh’s intellectual arro-
gance proved to be his Achilles’ heel.
Teaching and research, he said, re-
quired a great deal of sacrifice and
dedication and only the humblest can
do well at"the altar of knowledge.
Newton, he pointed out; was asked to
dwell on, his achicvements towards
the fagend of his career. And Newton
is said 1o have modestly replied that

, said that Dr. Vashisht -

 Concern for mediocrity -
bane of education

The state’s education minister, Dr.
Ram Chandra Purve, inaugurated the
function and candidly admitted that
the teaching community and the gov-
ernment had failed 1o give the desired
fillip .to cducation. He led the
contribution of the British professor,
Hardy, at Trinity College, Cam-
bridge, who received a letter from »
clerk in Madras and was imp J
enough to arrange for his journey to
England. This was how Srinivas Ra-

he did not ider his ach
worth much. Dr. Verma went on to
say that onc of his students, Anand
Kumar, has shown great promise but
he ran the risk of becoming arrogant.
Anand Kumar, still a student in
Science College, founded the Rama-
nujun School of Mathématics in 198
9, recalled Professor Bal Gangadhar

15 thousand. Despite the education
system, he quipped, Bihur was still
capable of throwing up talented stu-
dents in various ficlds. The college
which sends the highest number of
- students to the Indian Institutes of
Technology, he said, was the Scicnce
College. And whilk the state has just
- one-tenth of the country’s population
it still manages to corner between 20
10 25 per cent of central services ev-
cry year, he added.
. Dr. Verma recalled how Ramanu-
jan himself could not study beyond
his school because he was denied the
scholarship that he had received all}

Prasad of BN College: The objective

was 10 promote ‘original thinking’ in
Mathematics. Since.then the school
has conducted Mathematics classes
by charging a nominal fee from stu-
dents. And recently, the school has
begun 1o prepare students for the
Maths Olympiad, a task which is un-
dertaken by BARC ( Bhabha Atomic
Rescarch Centre) and the Tata Insti-
tute of Fundamental Research in
Bombuy. The school held a contest
recently on ‘how  to popularise
Mathematics’. The first three prizes
were'given away at today’s function
to ' Kumar Abhishek; Shanti Bhushan

through his - schooling. While lh:r and Mahanand Jha rcsgciivel;.
¥

scholarship was denied b th
budding mathematician® failed i
English, that denial could not kill the
talent. The exceptional genius of Ra-
manujan manifested -itsclf when he
secured a job as a clerk but continucd
to solve mathematical problems on a
slate. A slate, because he could not af-
ford torbuy paper. He would pick up
scraps of paper lying on the floor and
put down his solutions on them.

The system which ‘unsuccessfully
tried 1o stifle the genius of Ramanu-
jan, said Dr. Verma, has remaincd
more or less the same. Third-raters
were getting into teaching because
even clerks were being offered better
service conditions in the state. Such
teachers were ill-cquipped to handle
the inquisitive minds of their pupils.
If a student dares to ask the teacher
why 17 multiplied by two happens to
be 34 and nothing more or less, he ad-
ded, tongue in cheek, he is more like-
ly to have his cars boxed ruther than

4R ANSWCT. A

. Dr. Verma, who: hud taught- Va-
 shisht Nurayan Singh, the mathemati:
Ecian from Bihar who becamueehizos)
B :

was lly allowed to
pursue his vocation. ‘Unfortunately,
Dr. Purve said, there were not toc
many like Professor Hardy here.
Others who spoke included Dr. Vi-
nay Kanth, Professor Bal Gangadhat
Prasad and several members ‘of the
school. Dr. Dina Nath Sharan propo-
scd avote of thanks.
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