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A genius Wlth umbers

BY TILAK D. GUPTA

Hi_u papers huve been approved for

sublication in venowned mathematical
owmals both in India and abroad; he has
Wso gt direcr admission into the depart-
nent of pure mathematics at the
Zambridge University, He is Anand
Linar, & graduate student of mathe
natics at the Paton Universaty .
Unfortunately for this unassuming
joumg man with o Ramakrishna-
te his achievements ull odds
the high rating by his prafessors,
Anand has not been able o avail of the
Hier by the Cambﬁdge University die to

i l.m:it of
[?Ii fmlﬂ of enguiry is the ll‘wﬂl‘)‘
af numbers.“l:.very Tt nu.lnhl:r as
Sertain c ies and the
i& continually on to discover them,” he
ays, to explain the basics of his de-]ine.
This maths wiz lad's achievement list
is already quite impressive. A narional
|nurnal has published his paner on the

Lily property of numbers; the
Spevtruent, 4 UR-based fjournal has na:crl
s his paper on the af ol a

pumber, for publication; Mathematical
[asette, ariother journal from the UK, hus
also approved one of his papers for publi-
sation.

Anand's mentors rate him highly, some
say that he hoas shown greater prumlue
thian Vasishia Narayan Singh, the wi
known mathematical genius from Bihar.
Py Debi Prasad Verma, an eminent
sor of mathematics at the
University, recalls how Anand, then, just
aut of school, used to confront him with
"amplnx mathematical problems.

SInitually,” recounts Dr Verma, 1 did not
take him seriously. Bur later, it dawned on
mae that the boy has great mlene™ Dy Bal
Gangadhar Prasad, alse a professor of
malﬁcmuhcs in Patna University, is
immensely im by Anand's c:apﬁhi[i
ties too. “He has a highly innovative
mind,” Dy

I Anund had mmnﬁeﬂ 10 et the ey
aisite funds, he would have been in
Cambridge Unlversity by now. “My family
rovld not afford 1o pay the fees of Rs nx
lakhs ind 1 could not find any sponsors,”
waye Anand, betraying his obwvious frustra-
fnn. To worsen matters, Anand’s {ather,
m emplovee of the postal andit depart-
ment at Patna, died suddenly a few
moitlis back. Today, Ansnd all

sugport he ¢an ger fo continue with his
—m-w” - wrrm e s nowe

atna
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forced 1o give tuitions to those
in admission tests fi wﬂsmm

colleges.
M:%zemnncs. indeed, seems to have
T’d"“]'wl;egi passion m‘.tnr:c hish
school days. “To n with, T was a
weak in mathematics,” confesses Anand.
“So, I worked for extra hours to have a

Tg)m‘l:rthe?ugh schoal mathematics and
{ is how my romance with numbers
¢ might be a

tip fur thum yam;gs:m who find mathe
matics a . subjecr. Anand, with the
help of his [riends, now rus the
Ramanujam School of Mathematics to

encourage ¥ mtuds 1o go deeper into
the wunders this “mother of all sci-
ences.”

Rihar is perhaps not Lhehatniplmu

for mnthematical alent o flourish, Given
lhe provailing anprchy in the stare’s col
‘ﬂ? education where elnsses are seldom
held a.nd mass copying is a way of life,
Anand's achievements seem all the more
greditable. Since the academic session
here runs way behind schedule, Anand
who should have n]:npearod in his MLA.
(Hons) Examination in 1994 will now have
to wat till next year to complete his pre-
sent course. And thic is a sheer wastnge of

Anand’s time, opines his professor:

Anand himself, however, is more modes
ahotlt his adsh%c(llum:."l Al Just l-r-c.t
ing and hiave a long way to g, t\(

AavS hmhlg
ns strong opinions aboar e
current methods of teaching mathemagie®
ot the school level. The books these diavd
are |ima=h hetter bur few teadrmthﬂ n:f: I
inculcate o curivsity among student,
abour the wonderful world of mathema®
icd, he sava. Children should be encowfs
aged ro learn the “why™ and the “wh
frlre‘i of a:ﬂmmb atics I;}ld also be helpe
to relare the subject w hoppenings in
daily lives, feels Anand. o
nand's teachers at the L‘mwzmr
insist that he must now move out of Bili
Whi’ studies in mathematic:
are po research tacilities worth
name in this state and even current hoal
mmd journals are not available m the o
versities here," informs Dr Prasad. 7
k himsell informed abou the
on his subject. Anund is
pelled to make regular triv
Benaras Hindy University, 1
institution, where such study ¢
availuble, to some extent.
()ﬂc may vecall that Vas'
t wida publicity in
a[:et & became insan
unlnmum One fervently
of Anand Kumur wi
and the gifted youn
the nght environ to devel
to the fullest. Are talents
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