PATNA DIGEST

Directive to CDPOs
on ration scheme

Patna DM Jeetendra Kumar Sinha on
Monday ordered Child Develop-ment
Project Officers (COPOS) to honestly
implement the Take Home ra-tion
scheme which includes glving dry
ration to expecting mothers and
hildren belonging to the BPL
category. The dry ration includes food-
gralns and pulse. The DM also asked
the CDPOS to begin the pmcloss of
filling up the vacant posts of

Anu.:’nh:rl Sevikas. He was told that 73
posts of the Sevikas were lying vacant
in Patna.

state Cong welcomes cabinet
expansion: The Bihar Pradesh
congress Committee (BPCC) has
termed the latest cabinet expansion in
Centre as the one which has a
judicious mix of youth and experlence.
BPCC chief spokesperson Kripanath
pathak in a Press statement Issued
here on Monday said this judiclous mix
will make way for brining the young
Jeaders In the mainstream of the party.
He also expressed happiness over the
party's decision to make Dr Shakeel
Ahmed Union minister of state for
home. Pathak also welcomed the
decisian regarding induction of RID
P from Bettiah Raghunath Jha in the
cauncll of ministers

Dental check-up: On the occasion of
Mother's Day, Inner Wheel Club of
Patliputra or-ganized a dental check-
up for mother and child at Jagriti, a
school adopted by the club. There
were almost 600 children. A team of
docjors and para-medical staff
examined the mothers and their
children. They were given free
medicines, tooth brush, tooth paste
and booklets. Club president Pushpa
Singh and secretary Sunita Khemka
and other office-bearers of the club
were present on the occasion.

Officers suspended:The transport
commissioner has suspended a motor
vehicle inspector and another official
of the department for neglecting their
duty with regard to department's drive
to collect revenue.

Play Home: Bal Bharatiya New Patna
Montessri School Inaugurated its
“Play Home" on Monday. Children
between the age of 30 months to 36
months will be registered with the
home. Addressing mediapersons,
sehool secre-tary Suraj Sinha and the
school's education-in-charge Jahra
Ahmad said the home has been
opened for working couples’ children
who will be in safe custody for a
period of 150 minutes.

Cancer Awareness Day: Cancer
Awareness Day was observed at
Patna’s Police Hospital on Monday.
The staff were apprised of cancer and
Its symptoms by various experts. The
doctors taught the staff about early
detection and treatment. The
organiser, Dr P Ojha, proposed the
vote of thanks. Several policemen
were present on the occasion,

Plea on sewerage system: Citizens of
Lohianagar, Kankerbagh, held a
meeting under the banner of "Nagrik
Samasya Samadhan Samiti" and
decided to stage a dharna on April 11
to demand the cleaning of the old
sewerage lines under the su-pervision
of citi; and the construction of the
m unders the guidance of

rs selected by the residents
Former minister Mithilesh Prasad Singh
sald case should be instituted against
National Bullding Construction
Corporation (NBCC) officials and they
should be arrested for irregularities In
the construction. He remarked that
NBCC officials admitted to the CM that
sub-standard material was used In the

construc-tion of the new sewerage line.
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D Women's College launched a health
avareness drive in the slum areas of
Rukunpura e
went doc

to-door and spok

and the adjoining are
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Camp on diabetes: Voluntary
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SWEET TRIBUTE: Jubilant
students of Ramanujam School
of Mathematics offer sweets to
thelr tutor Anand Kumar after
he was chosen for the Dhirubhal
Amban! award

Pranava K Chaudhary | TN

he prestigious Dhirub-
hal Ambani Founda-
tion has identified
B Vi d Anand

g Super 30

g s one of the 24

ard aims to honour unsung heroes
~ ordinary people who have made
extraordinary contributions in im.
proving the lives of others.
I ard winners were chosen
from fields as diverse as education,
environment, healthe rural de:
velopment, sports, social welfare,
women & child welfare and wildlife
conservation. The award will be

" SUCCESSIS
ELEMENTARY

presented to Anand at a function
on April 14 1n Mumbal. Apart from
the citation, he will also receive a
cheque for Rs 5 lakh

A graduate from BN Colle|
Patna, Anand runs the Super 30
batch at the Ramanujan School of
Mathematics in the state capital
Jointly founded by Anand and ad
ditional director general
(ADG) Abhayanand in
school gives froe coachin
ance to promising students from
aker sections of society. Each
students are selected from
mely backward cl, es and
provided free coaching, food and
lodging faciliti

The school, named after a fa
mo Indlan math
even more Intens

scour Bihar's least privil

munities for 30 bright students to

coach for the gruelling examina
tion. Hence the name Super 30 “1n
telligence 1s not birth-specific,” say

LW
Super 30 has changed my
life. The foundation is
doing a great service by
recognizing so many
unsung heroes
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Super 30 founder and
math wizard Anand
Kumar wins Ambani
award for picking
underprivileged
children and turning
them into IITians

( Of the 150 students who

Super 30 in the past five

by mathematics from enrly days,
Anand encountered extreme pover-
v in s childhood. During his grad
uation, he contributed seve
lems and write-ups on mathemat
ics to national and international
5, magazines and newspa
111994, he got an opportuni

Each year, the duo

Tth matter of pride that
efforts of Super 30 have

Prashant Kumar | it pEcHi

FATHER: KRISHNANANDAN CHAUBE,
POOR FARMER, AURANGABAD

bridge University and Sheffield Uni-
versity, buthis poor financial back-
wround came in the way, He felt the
pangs of poverty so much that he
decided ta do something for poor
students. This led to the birth of Ra-
manujan Sehool of Mathematics
Of the 160 students who have
studied at Super 30 in the past five
vears, 122 have qualified for the 11T,
When one gonsiders the fact that
+ 230,000 students from all over
India compete for barely 5,000 seats
i the count seven I1Ts 4
vear, one realises the significance
of the Super 30 achievement
I'he suceesstul students include
chilldren of brick kiln workers, rick
haw pullers, landless farmers and
roadside vendors, They have all wit-
nessed the ¢change with sheer dis.
beliel. Someaf their wards are set
to hecome tap corporate officials
and technocrats

bec
e, But for Super
ave been

Kumar | it
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Reflecting on the award, Anand
said it is an honour. The cash prize,
he said, will go into funding a
dream. “T will spend this money to
set up an institution for teaching
mathematics to economically back-
ward student of class VIl and IX,"
Anand said. “We will try to make
these young children compete in the
Math Olympiad. Though Indians
are inherently strong in Mathe-
matics, we have not made it to the
top at the Olympiad as China has.”

Interestingly, Megasaysay
Award winner Sandeep Pandey also
wants to set up similar institute in
Hyderabad. Pandey will be coming
to Patna on Tuesday to study how
Anand’s {nstitute functions . “He is
coming here to study the mecha-
nism of managing the institute,”
Anand revealed.

Taking the inspiration from Su-
per 30 superiors, some old students
of the school — Amit Kumar,
Praveen Kumar, Niraj Pratap Singh
and Manoj Kumar Verma — are
also supporting the programme.

Anand has already made a mark
as one of the world’s leading math-
ematicians, His paper 'The funda-
mental inequality’ was lauded by
top mathematicians who partici-
pated in an International meet or-
ganised by Mathematical Assocla-
tion of America in San Diego re-
cently. Over 5,000 mathematicians
participated in the four-day meet
that concluded on January 9.

Anand was invited to deliver a
talk at premier B-school Indian In
stitute of Management-Ahmedabad
last year. clier, two others from
the minister Lalu
Prasad and chief minister Nitish
Kumar — had been fnvited to speak
tostudents, “Bihar is full of talents
and we invited a few of them so that
our students can benefit,” an IIM
A official sald. That Anand has a
rare gift is undisputed

Kumar]l and Abhyanandji
have changed my life, After
campleting my course, |
will assist Super 30

Shyam Ratan | ism 0HANBAD
(2007), MOTHER: SHOBHA KUMARI,
NURSE, FATHER: RAJENDRA
PRASAD, LAWYER, WAS MURDERED
BY CRIMINALS IN 2005

One shattered
dream ignites

many minds

Pranava K Chaudhary | Tun

en years ago Anand Ku-
mar would take his bi-
cycle and deliver
Anand Papad made at home
by his mather to shops and
homes. Anand’s father. a P&T
employee in Patna, had died
and retirement benefits took
a while to reach the family,
leaving him with no aption but
to fall back on his mother’s pa-
pad-making skills.

After graduating, he was
offered admission to Cam-
bridge and She-
ffield universities
but had to decline
due to paucity of
funds. Friends and
family members
tapped every possi
ble source but noth-
ing worked. He was
referred to then
chief  minister

tre. His voice is carried to stu-

dents over a microphone

clipped to his shirt as he

stands in front of a black-

board and teaches as many

as 5%0 students in a single
teh,

The private coaching
school has atained a cult sta-
tus among academics and stu-
dents for consistently churn-
ing out students who crack
arguably one of the world’s
most competitive exams.

Each year, some 5,000 stu-
dents turn up from all over

8
Laloo Prasad Yadav. Anand Kumar taking a class

But repeated at-

tempts to fix an appointment
with him failed. That's when
he made up his mind to help
the deserving write their own
fortunes.

“Itried very hard to raise
the money, but since I came
from a poor family I failed.
So I wanted to realise the
dream to help poor students
to crack the toughest engi-
neering exam in the country,”
he recounted

Anand is now the most-
wanted tutor in Patna. Hun-
dreds of bicycles can be seen
stacked outside a corrugated
shed near Patna bypass. The
unassuming structure is
Anand's famed coaching cen-

Bihar for a place in the
school. Initially, 200 are se-
lected for training and then
30 are shortlisted for the fi-
nal grind. “The selection de-
pends on talent, family back-
ground and education,” said
Anand.

The school charges a pal-
try Rs 6,000 annually from its
students for the seven-month
training, compared o other
private coaching institutes
who train students for [T ex-
ams for nothing less than Rs
60,000 a year.

The handpicked 30 stu-
dents who finally sit for the
exam are given free coaching
and food.

Breathing down on drunken driving

Kumod Verma | 1w Last
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